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Wasbeiotos, Feb. 10, 180&
Stin HOBOnABUi ma Hons op Rkprkswtatitbs :.

In response to your resolution of the Sth Inst, request-
tag Information In relation to a conference recently held
Ik Hampton Roads, 1 hare the honor to state, that on the
day of the date I gave Francis P. Blair, Sr., a eord, writ-
Ma en as follows, to wit:.
Allow the bearer, F. P. Blair, Sr., to pea our linos, go

and return. A. LINCOLN.
28, 18M.

That at the time I was Informed that Mr. Blair sought
ts sard as a means of getting to Richmond, Virginia;
¦t he wsa given no authority to speak or act for the

r was 1 informed of anything he would
or de on his own aooount or otherwise, Mr. Blair
me that he had been to Richmond, and had soen Mr.

Davis, and be (Mr. Blair) at the same time left
1Mb me a manuscript letter, as follows, to wit:.

Rigbmokd, Va., Jan. 12, 1806.
9. 9. Blub, Esq.
to.1 have deemed it proper, and probably desirable,

ta give you in this form the substance of the remarks
Made by me to be repeated by you to President Lin-
.sin, Ac., 4&

I have no disposition 'to find obstacles In forms, and
¦a willing now, as heretofore, to enter Into negotiations
tar the restoration of peace.
I am ready to send a commission whenever I have

to suppose It will be reoelved, or to receive a corn-

if the United States government shall choose to
h

Notwithstanding the rejection of our former offbrs, I
wecid, If you oould promise that a commissioner,
minister or other agent woaid be received, appoint one

famedlately, and renew the effort to mUr into a con-

JkrmiM with a view (4 ocsn peace to the too eoun'rtes.

Tours, he. JEFFERSON DAVIS.
Afterwards, with the view that it should be shown to

Mr. Davis, 1 wrote and delivered to Mr. Blair a letter as

Mlnwi, to wit:.
Wabbbotov, Jan. 18, 1865.

W. F. Bum, Ksq. :.
to.Tour having shown me Mr. Davis' letter to you

ef the 12th Inst, you may say to him that I have con¬

stantly been, am now, and shall continue ready to re¬

vive any agent whom he or any other Influential porson
new resisting the national authority may informally send
W0 w&A a view q/ tecuring peace to (As people <f our com-

MR cmntry. Tours, &o. A. LINCOLN.
Afterwards Mr. Blair dictated for and authorized me

ts make an entry on the back of my retalnod copy of the
Mter last above recited, which is as follows .

January 28, 1106.
ft-daf Mr. Blair tells me that on the 21st Inst, he de-

¦vered to Mr. Davis the original, of which the within is
. copy, and left it with him, that at the time of deliver-
tag Mr. Davis read it over twice In Mr. Blair's presence
¦I the close of which he (Mr. B.) remarked that the part
mtomt owr one common country related to the part of Mr.
OmW tetter about the two enuntrict, to which Mr. Davit re-

fKsrf that he to und-rttood iL A. LINCOLN.
Afterwards the Secretary of War placed In my hands

to following telegram, endorse*! by him, as appears:.
Iji Orrics Vkitid Statu Military TsueoRAru, >

* War Dstartiumt. j
fOtpher.]
The following tcJfgmns were received at Washington,

Jhnuary 29, 18'jo:.
Fro* HsAogrARiTRH, )

ABUT HP ns Jams', Jan. 20.6:30 P. M. >
to *. *. Srumw, Secretory of War:.
The following despatch is Just received from Major

feasnd Parke, who refers it to me for my action. 1
Hta It to you tn view of Qeneral Grant's absence.

K. 0. C. OKI), Major Oeneral Commanding.
' HaAoquABranji, Aur or rns POTOMAC, 1

Jan. 20.1 P. II. J
Major Oeneral R. 0. C. Obd, Headquarters of ths Army
ef ths James
The following deepatch Is forwarded to you for your

(¦lion Since 1 have no knowledge of Oeneral Oram's
having had any understand ng of this kind I refer the
Matter to you ss the ranking officer present In the two
amies.JOHN 0. PARKE, Major Qeneral Commanding.

From HatDqcAxrats, Norm Arut Corfu, )
Jan. 20, 18#6. j

Mtfor Oeneral Joan 0. Pa*at, Headquarters, Army of ths
Fotomac
Alexander H. Stephens, R M. T. Hunter and J. A

Otanpbeil desire to crow my line?, in accordance with an

aaderstanding claimed to exist with Lieutenant Oeneral
Cnnt, on their way to Washington as pears ootnmls-
Modern Shall they be admitted? They desire an early
Mnrer, so as to come Uirough immediately. They
weald like to reach City Point to night If they can. If
they cannot do this they would Ilka to oome through at
taa A M to-morrow morning. .

O. B. WILSON, Msjor Commanding Ninth Corp-.
Respectfully referred to the President for such instrue-

Hons as be may be pleased to give.
EDWIN M. STANTON, 8e«rotary of War.

JunJARY 20.6:80 P. M.
It appears that about the time of placing the foregoing
Cam In my bands, the Secretary of War despatched

ral Ord as follow!, to Wit:.
War DsriKTK.^T, i

WismmiTOB City, Jan. 20.10 P. M. )
Oeneral Onn :.

This deparu-sat has BO knowledge ef any understand-

lng by General Grant to allow any person to oome within
his lines as oommiaelooera of any net Too will there¬
fore allow no one to mom Into your lines under such
character or profession until you receive the President's
Instructions, to whom your telegrams will be submitted
for his direction* EJDW1N M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.
Bent in cipher at two A. M.
Afterwards, by my directions, tho Secretary of War

telegraphed General Ord aa follows, to wit:.
Wax Dmnnn, I

WismvGTOK Cm, Jan. 8(1.10 A. M. J
M%Jor General E. O. C. Ord, Headquarters of the Army
of the James:.
By direction of the President, yon are Instructed to In¬

form the three gentlemen.Messrs. Stephens, Hunter and
Campbell.that a messenger will be despatched to them,
at or near where they nam are, without unnecessary
delay EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary ofWar.
Afterwards 1 prepared and pat Into tho hands of Major

Thomas X. Eckert the following Instructions and mes¬

sage:.
Easuvhts Marskni, Waamvoioir, Jan. 30, 1800.

Major T. T. Ecxnrr:.
8ik.You will proceed, with the documents placed ta

your hands, and on reaching General Ord will deliver him
the letter addressed him by the Secretary of War. Then,
by General Ord's assistance, procure an interview with
Messrs. Stephens, Hunter and Campbell, or any of
them. Deliver to him or them the paper on
which your own letter la written. Note on the
eopy which you retain the time of delivery and to whom
delivered. Receive their answer In writing, waiting a

reasonable time for it, and which, if a contain their de-
eirion to com* through without further oonditiom, will
oe your warrant to ask General Ord to pasa them through
¦s directed in the letter of the Secretary of War. If by
their answer thoy decline tocomo, or propose other terms,
do not have them passed through; and this being your
whole duty, return and report to me.

Yours truly, A. LINCOLN.
Messrs. Aucxaitoir H. Branuma, J. A. Camfbill and
R M. T. Hcrnsa:.
Gkntlkkkk I am instructed by the President of the

United States to place this paper in your hands, with the
Information that If you pacs through the Unltod States
military lines, it will be understood that you do so fir
the purpote qf cm iq/brmal conference on the baeit of
that letter, a copy of which Is on the reverse side of this
sheet, and that if you choote to pats on ruch undemand¬
ing, and to notify me in writing, I will procure the Com-
manding General hopais you through tho lines and to
Fortross Monroe, under such military precautions as he
may deem prudent, and at which place you will be met
Indue time by some person or, persons for the purpose
of such Informal conference ; and, further, that you shall
have protection, safe conduct and safe return, in all
evonts. THOS. T. ECKERT,

Major and Al(1-de-Camp.
City Pout, Va., Feb. 1, 1885.

Waptootor, Jan. 18, 1865.
F. P. Blair, Esq. :.
Sir.Your having shown me Mr. Davis' letter to you

on the 12th inst., you may say to him that I havo con¬

stantly been, am now, and shall continue, ready to re-
eeive any agont whom ho or any other Influential person,
now resisting tho national authority, may informally send
to me with the view if tecuring peace to the p'ople qf
our common country. Yours, Ac. A. LINCOLN.

Afterwards, but before Major Eckert had departed, the
following despatch was received from General Grant:.

Oman Uritrd States Military Tklsorapo, 1
Was DsPAKTim. J

[Cipher.]
The following telegram, received at Washington Jan¬

uary 31, 1805, from City Point, Va., at half-past ten A M.
January 81, 1805 :.

His Excellency, Abraham Lmoom, President ofthe United
States.
The following communication was received here last

evening:.
Fmntnuao, Va., Jon. 30, 1865.

Lieut Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding Armies United
States:.
Sir.We desire to pass your lines under safb oonduot,

and to proceed to Washington, to hold a conference with
President Lincoln upon the subject of the existing war,
and with a view qf atocrUxining upon teims it may
be terminated, in punuance qf the court* indicated by
him im Mi letter to Mr. Blair, qf January 18, 1845, of
which we presume yon have a eopy, and If not, we wish
to see you in person, If convenient, and to confer with
you on the subject Very respectfully, yours,

ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS,
J. A. CAMPBELL,
R M. T. HUNTER

I have sent directions to receive these gentlemen, and
expeat to have them at my quarters this evening, await-
tug your Instructions.

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General,
Commanding Armies of tbe United States.

This, It will be perceived, transferred General Ord's
agency In the matter to General Grant. I resolved, bow-
ever, to send Major Eclcert forward with his message,
and accordingly telegraphed General Grant as follows, to
wit:.

ExsrtmTS Maxsiok, W^bitimjtok, Jan. 31, 1896.
Lieutenant General Graut, City Point, Va:.

A messenger is coming to you on the buslnessn con¬

tained In your despatch. Detain tbe gentlemen In com¬

fortable quarters until he arrives, and then act upon tlie
message he brings, as far as oppliqatrto, It having beca
made up to pass through General Ord's hands, and when
tbe gentlemen were supposed to bt beyond our lines.

A. LINCOLN.
[S nt In rlpher at half past ono P. M ]
When Major Kckort*depirtc<l he bore with him a letter

of the Secretary of War to General Grant a* follows, to
wit:.

Wj»* DuMHTWHTr. »
WjWiriJWroK, 1). C, Jan. 30, 1KW. J

Lieutenant General Grant, commanding, Ac.
Grcoul.Tbe President desires that you will pleas«

procure for the bearer, Major Thomas F. Eclcert, an In¬
terview with Messrs. Steplions, Hunter and Campbell;
and if, on bis return to you, be requests it, puss thorn
through our lines to Fortress Monroe by such rout* and
under rach military precautions as you may deem pru¬
dent, giving them protection and comfortable quarters
while th re, and that you let none of this have any clect
upon y^ur movements or plana
By order of thn President

EDWIN M. 8TANTON, Secretary of War.
Supposing the propor point to be then reached, I des¬

patched the Secretary of Stale with the following instruc¬
tions, Major Eckort, howevor, going ahead of him :.

E*wTTim Maxsiox, 1
WAsm.vo-m, Jan. #1, 18«5. J

Hon. Wnj.u* H. flaWAfcfc, Secretary of State
You will proceed to Fortress Monroe, Va, thore to

meet and Informally confcr with Messrs. Stephens,
Hunter and Campbell m the barit if my letter to F. P.
Vlair, Erq , qf January 18, It,05, a copy of which yoo
have. You will make known to them that three things
are Indi-ipensable, to wit:.
Pint--the restoration of tho natlona* authority through¬

out all the Staters
Second.No receding by the E*»uttre of the United

Slates on the slavery question from the position assumed
thereon in tbe late annual message to Congress and la
the p.*yo dlag documonta
Third.No cessation of hostllflie* short of an end of

the war, and tho disbanding of all tbe forens houllle to
tbn government.
You will Inform them that all propositions of theirs

not inoonsutenl with the above will Je eontidrrrd and patted
upon in a tpirit <f linrtre Uherali'y. You will hear all
they may choose to say, and report It to me. You will
not assume to definitely consummate anything.

Yours, Ac., ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
On the day of Its date tbe following telegram was sent

to General Grant:.
Wa* Dsr*nT*sirr, 1

WAMni«m>!«, Feb. 1, 1965. J
Llentenant General Gaiirr, City 1'olnt, Va. :.

Let nothing which Is transpiring change, hinder or

delay your military movements or plana
A. LINCOLN.

{Sent In cipher at half past nine A M.J
Afterwards tho following dospittch was receivod from

General Grunt:.
Omoi U*tto> Statm Mn.mnr Tn.sna*ni, 1

Wab Dvunnr. j
[Cipher 1
Tho following uiejuram was iweetvedat Washlnstou

it half past two P. M., Feb. 1,18«4, from City Point,
Vn., Feb. 1, half-past twelve F. II., 184ft:.
His Excellency A. Umou, President at the United
flffl;
Tour despatch reoeivod. There will to bo srmlstlee In

consequence of the prsseoce at Mr. Stephens and others
within oar 11dm. The troope are kept In nieiltnnee to
¦ore at the ahorteet notice, If occasion should justify It

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General.
To notify Major Eckert that the Secretary of State

would be at Fortress Monroe, and to pat them In commu¬
nication, the following despatch was sent:.

Wan Dsrasmmrr, Wajwisqto*, Feb. 1, 180ft.
M^orT. T. Bckskt, ears of General Grant, City Point,
Vs.:.
Call at Fortress Monroe, and pat yourself under direc¬

tion of Mr. 8., whom you will And there.
A. LINCOLN.

On the moraine of theM Inst the fallowing telegrams
were received by me respectively from the Secretary
of State and M^Jor Eckert:.

Fonnms Momon, Ta, Feb. 1.11:MP 1L
TinPummr or ras Um-nro Stat»:.
Arrived here this evening. Richmond party not hero

1 remain hero W. H. SEWARD.
Citt Poiirr, Vs., Feb. 1.10 P. M.

His Excellency A. Uwool.v, president of the United
States:.

I have the honor to report the delivery of your com¬
munication and my letter at quarter past four this after¬
noon, to which I received a reply at six P. M., but not
satisfactory. At sight P. M. the following note, ad¬
dressed to General Grant, wss reoeived:.

Cm Pout, Vs., Feb. 1, 186ft.
To Lieutenant General Gun:.
8m.Wo desire to go to Washington city to confer in¬

formally with the President personally im rrfermc* to
tke matter* mentioned in Mi letter to Mr. Blair of the
181\ of Amuaty ultimo. Without sny personal compro-
mlss on any question In the letter, we have the permis¬
sion to do so from the authorities at Richmond. Very
respectfully, youre, ai-et h. STEPHENS,

& M T. HUNTER,
J. A CAMPBELL.

At half-past nine P. M. 1 notified them that they could
notproceed further, unless they complied with the terms
expressed in my letter. The point of meeting designated
in the above note would not, in my opinion, be Insisted
upon. I think Fort Monroe would bo acceptable. Hav¬
ing compiled with my Instructions, I will return to Wash-
logton to-morrow unless otherwise ordered.

THOMAS T. ECKERT, Major, Ac.
On reading this despatch of Major Eckert, I was about

to recall him and the Secretary of State, when the fol¬
lowing telegram of General Grant to the Secretary of War
was shown me:.
Omen or the Unas Suras Miutjat Tslsorath, 1

Was Dirnnan j
[Cipher.]
The following telegram, received at Washington thirty-

live minutes past four o'clock A. M, February 2, 1800,
from City Point, To., February 1, half-past ten P. M,
1880:.
Hon. Edwin M Stunow, Secretary of War:.
Now that the interview between M^jor Eckert, under

his written Instructions, and Mr. Stephens and party, has
ended, I will stats confidentially, but not offl-
dally to become a matter of record, that I am

convinced, upon conversation with Messrs. Ste¬
phens and Hunter, that CtetV intentions art good
and their desire tineere to restore peace and union.

I have not felt myself at liberty to express even views of
my own or to account for my retioence. This hss placed
me In an awkward position, which I could have avoided
by not seeing them In the Qrst Instance. I fear now
their going back, without any expression to any one in
authority, will have a bad influence. At the same time,

I recognize the difficulties in the way of reoelving theee
Informal commissioners at this time, and I do not know
what to recommend. I am lorry, however, that Mr.
Lincoln cannot have an Interview frith the two named In
this despatch, If not all three now within our lines.
Ibelr letter to me wss all that the President's Instruc¬
tions contemplated to secure their safe conduct If they
had used the same language to Msjor Eckert

U. 8. GRANT, Lieutenant General.
This despatch of General Grant changed my purpose,

and accordingly I telegraphed him and the Secretory of
State at follows:.

Wm DsrAKTwrr, \Wajwhtotoh, Feb. 2, 186ft. /
Lieutenant General Ouxt, City Point, Yn. :.
Say to the gentlemen that I will meet them personally

at Fortress Monros as soon as I can get there.
A. UNOOLN.

S«nt In cipher at nine o'olock A. M.
Wax Dviinmr, I

WAsmsoro*, Feb. 2, 1846. {
Hon. W*. H. Biwud, Fortress Monroe, Va :.
Induced by a despatch from General Grant, I Join you

at Fortreaa Monroe aa soon aa I can come.

A. LINCOLN.
Sent in cipher at nine o'clock A. M.
Before starting, the following dotspatch waa ahown me.

I proccedod, nevertheless :.

Ornca Uhitbd Staim Mutih Tuoun, I
Was DmPAamafiT f

[Cipher]
The following telefram received at Washington Feb¬

ruary 2, 1806, from City Point, Va., nine A. M^Vobruary
2, 1896:.
Bon. Wiixlak H. Srwakd, Secretary of State, Fortreaa
Monroe, to Hon Eow» M. Stamtok, Secretary of
War, Waahington:.
Ttao gentlemen here bare accepted the propoeed terms,

and will leave for Fortreaa Monroe at half put nine A. M
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General.

On tho night of the 2d, I reached Hampton Roads,
found the Secretary of State and Major Eckert on a steamer
anchored off tho shore, and learned of them that the
Richmond gentlemen were on another ateamcr, also
anchored off shore In tho Roads, and that the Secretary
of I-tate had not yet aeon or communicated with them.

I ascertained that ll^lor Ecknrt had literally complied
with bis Instructions, and I saw for the first time the an¬

swer of tbe Richmond gentlemen to him, which, in his
despatch to mo of the 1st, he characterizes as not aat.a-
factory. That answer is m follows, to wit:.

CiTT Point, Va., Fob. 1, 1866.
Tbomah J. ErmtRT, Major and Ald-de-Carop:.
Major.Your note, delivered by yourself this day, has

been considered. In reply we have to say that we were
furnished with a copy of the letter of President Lincoln
to Francis P. Blair of the 18th of January ult. , another
copy of which is appended to your note. Our Intentions
are contained In a letter of which the following la a

oopy-
Ricnnoxn, Jan. 28, 1846.

In conformity with tbe letter of Mr. IJneoln, of
which tho tor-going la a copy, you are 19 ]>ro.
coed to Washington city for inform»J confer¬
ence with him upon the issues involved In the existing
war, and for the purpose of securing peace to the two
oountrtca With great respect, your obedient servant,

JEKFERHON DAVIS
The substantial object to be obtained by the informal

conference Is to ascertain upon what terms the existing
war can be terminated honorably. Our Instructions oon-

tomplate a personal Interview between President Lincoln
and oureelres at Washington ; but, with this explanation,
we are ready to meet any person or persons that Presi¬
dent Lincoln may appoint, at such place as he may
designate. Our earnest desire Is that a Just and honora¬
ble peace may be agreed upon, and we are prepared to
receive or to submit propositions which may poeslbly
lead to the attainment of that end. Very respectfully,
yours, ALEXANDER H. STEPHEN*

R M. T. HUNTER
JOHN A. CAMPBELL.

A note of these gentlemen, subsequently addressed to
General Grant, baa already been given In Major Kckert's
despatch of the 1.4 inst. I also saw hero for the first
time the following note addreseed by the Richmond gen¬
tlemen to Major Eckert:.

Cnr Porvr, Va, Feb. 2, 1805.
Thomas T. Ecskut, M^Jo* and Aid de-Camp:.
Major.In reply to your verbal statement that your

instructions did not allow you to alter the conditlona
upon which a passport could bo given to us, we say that
we ere willing to proceed to Fortress Monroe, and there
to have an informal cn^fh-snet with any ptrtm m

permit tkot Pretid,-* Lined* may mppoint on the
bruit <\f kit Kfcr to Fmmcit P. JMf, </ At IHth
9f Jnmiirry .Mine, or upon any other term* or

eaadUloue that be ssa* hereafter nurooaa not Moeaaie-

tent with Um essential principles of self government
and popular rights, upon which oar Institutions are
founded. It to oar earnest wish to ascertain, after a froo
Interchange ef Ideas and Information, upon what prin¬
ciple* and term*, If any, a Just and honorable peace can

ho established without the further effusion of blood, and
to oeatrffrato oar utmost efforts to accomplish such a
result. Wo think It better to add that In aooeptlng your
passport we an not to be understood aa committing our¬
selves to anything, but to cany Into this informal confer¬
ence, the visws and feellngi above szpjessed. Very ro-
spootfully, yours *0., ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS.

J. A. CAMPBEEL.
a M T. HI NTK1V

Mom.Tho above communication was delivered to mo
at Fort Monroe at half-past four P. M , February t, by
Lieutenant Cokmel Babcoclc, of General Grant's stall

TH0& T. ECKERT, Major and Aidde-Camp.
Ob tho morning of the 8d the three gentlemen, Messrs

Stephens, Hunter and Campbell, came aboard of our
steamer, aad had an Interview with the Secretary of Bute
and myself of several hours' duration. No question of
preliminaries to the meeting was then'and there made
or mentioned. No other person was present, no papers
were exchanged or produced, and It was In advance
agreed that (he conversation was to be Informal and
verbal merely. On our part the whole substance of tho
Instructions to the Secretary of State, hereinbefore re¬

cited, was stated and insisted upon, anil nothing was said
inconsistent therewith; while, kg As tlktr party, it <ao«
not taid that m» any mm* or on any condition
would they seer content to reunion ; and ft Iky
equally omitted to declare that thy would to content
They seemed to desire a postponement of that question
and the adoption of some other course first, which, aa

some of them seemed to argue, might or might net lead
to reunion, but which courso wo thought would amount
to an Indefinite postponement. The conference ended
without result
Tho foregoing, containing, aa la believed, all the In¬

formation nought, to respectfully submitted.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

Examiivs Mansion, Feb. 10, 1885.
The following waa ondosod In the message sent to the

Senate:.
MB. RKWABD'U MEMORANDA.

Dsrixnocrr or Statb, Wahhmuto*, Feb. 10, IMS.
To Ths PassiDiirr:.
The Secretary of State, to whom waa referred a reao-

lutlon of the Senate of the 8th Inst., requesting the Presi¬
dent of tho United States, If In his opinion It Is not In¬
compatible with tho public Interests, to furnish to the
Senate any information In his possession conoernlng
recent conversation or communications with certain
rebels, said to have occurred under Executive sanction,
including communications with the rebel Jefferson Davis,
and any correspondence relating thereto, has the honor
to report that tho Senate may properly bo re¬

ferred to a special message of the President
bearing upon the subject of tho resolution, and
transmitted to the House this day. Appended to
this report to a copy of tho Instructions which have bean
addressed to Charles Francis Adams, Esq., Envoy Ex¬
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of tho United
States at London, and which to tho only correspondence
found In this department touching the subject referred
to in the resolution. Respectfully submitted.

WM. H. SEWARD.
MB. U1TABD TO MB. ADAMS.

DiPABTMirr or Stats, Wamhkoton, Feb. ., 1885.
Bin.It to a truism that In times of peace there are al¬

ways Instigationa ofwar; so soon as a war begins, there are

citizens who emphatically demand negotiations of peace.
The advocates of war, after an agitation longer or shorter,
generally gain their fearful and, though the war do¬
ctored 1a not unfrequently unnecessary and unwise. So,
peace agitations In time of war ultimately bring about an
abandonmadt of the confllot, sometimes, without secur¬

ing the advantages which were originally expected from
the conflict. The agitators for war In time of peace, and
for peaoe la time of war, are not necessarily, or, per¬
haps, ordinarily, unpatriotic In their purposes or motives.
Results alone determine whether they are wise or un-
wtoe. The treaty of peace concluded at Guadlflupo Hi¬
dalgo waa secured by an Irregular negotiation under tho
sanction of the government.
Some of the efforts which have been made to bring

about negotiations with a view to end our civil war are
known to the whole world, because they have employed
foreign aa well aa domestic agenta. Others with whom
yon have bad to deal confidentially are known to your
self, although they have not publicly transpired. Other
efforts have occurred here, which are knowa only to the
persons actually moving lr, them and to this government.
I am now to give for your information an aooonnt of an

affklr of the same general character which recently re¬
ceived much attention here, and which, doubtless, will
excite Inquiry abroad.
A few days ago, Francis P. Blair, Esq., of

Maryland, obtained from the President a simple
leave to pass through our lines without definite views
known to the government. Mr. Blair visited Richmond,
and on his return be showed to the President a letter
which Jefferson Davis had written to Mr. Blair, In which
Davis wrote that Mr. Blair waa at liberty to say to Presi¬
dent Lincoln that Davis was now, aa be always had been,
willing to send commissioners, If assured they would
be received, or to receive any that should be sent; that
he was not disposed to find obstacles In forms; that he
would send commissioners to confer with the President
with a view to a restoration of poaco between tho two
sections, If he could be assured they would bo received.
The President therofore, on the 18th day of January,
addressed a note to Mr. Blair, in which the Preaident,
after acknowledging that be had read the note
of Mr. Davis, said that ho waa, to, and al¬
ways should be willing to receive any agenta that
Mr. Davis, or any other Influential man now actually re¬

sisting the authority of tho government, might ocud to
confer informally with the President with a view to tho
restoration of peace to tho people of our common

country.
Mr. Htalr visltod Richmond with this latter, and then

.gain ram* back to Washington.
On the 29th nit. we were advised from the camp of

Lieutenant General Grant that Alexander H. Stephen*,
It 11. T. Hunter and John A. Campbell were applying for
envo to paaa through tho lines to Washington as peace
commissioner* to confer with tho President. They were

permitted by the Lieutenant General to come to his bead-
quarters, to await there the decision of the Presld' nL
Major Kckert was s.-nt down to meet the party from
Richmond at General Grant's headquarters. The
Major waa directed to deliver to them a

copy of tho Prosident'a letter to Mr. nialr,
with a n«to to be addressed to them,
and signed by the Major, in which they worn

directly Informed that they would be allowed to

pass our tines if understood as coming for an informal
conference npon the basis of tho aforenamed letter of
the 18th of January to Mr. Blair. If they should expresa
their auent to this condition in writing, then Mufor
Kckert was directed to give them safe conduct to Fortrcxa
Monroe, where a peraoa coming from the PfMldent
would meet them. It being thought probable, from a re¬

port of their conversation with Lieutenant General
Grant, that the Richmond party would, la the manner

proee ribed, accept the condition mentioned, the Secre ary
of State waa charged by the President with the di.ty of
representing this government In the expected Informal
conference. The Secretary arrived at Fortre*.* Monroe
in the night of the 1st day of February. Major Eckt rt met
him on the morning of the 2d of February with
the information that the persona who hail coma
from Richmond had not accepted In writing the condi¬
tion npon which be waa allowed to give them conduct to
Fortrrsa Monroe. The Major had given tho same Infor¬
mation by telegraph to the President at Washington.

On receiving this Information the President prepared a

telegram directing the Secretary to return to Washing
ton. The Secretary waa preparing at the same moment
to an return, without waiting for Information from the
President, but at thla Jumtnre Lleutenaut General
Grant telegraphed to the Secretary of War, as wqll aa

to tho Secretary of Hute, that the party from Richmond
h id reconsldorad and accepted the oondltlon tendered

them through Malor Eckort, and General Grant urgently
advised tho President to confer In person with the Rich
nii>n<i party, t'nder theae 01 re u instance* the Secretary,
by lh>> President's direction, remained at Fortreas Mon
roe, and the President Joined hlin there on tire night of
the 2d of February. The Rlrhmand party waa brought
down tba Jamas river la a United Stales steam traaauort

during the day, and the transport vu anchored la
Hampton Roods. On the morning of the 3d the President,
attended by the Secretary, received Keen Stephana,
Hunter and Campbell on board the United Btatea
¦team transport River Queen la Hampton Road*.
The conference was altogether InformJ. There waa no

atteadaaoe of secretaries, olerka or other wltneese*.
Nothing waa written or read. The oonvrsatlon, although
earnest and froe, waa calm and courteous and kind on
both aides. The Richmond party api>roached tho dis-
ouasioa rather indirectly, and at no tlioe did they make
categorical demands or tender formal stlpulationa or ab¬
solute refusals. Nevertheless, during the conference,
which laated four hours, the several points at
iaane between the government and the lnsur-
genta were dlstlnotly raised and dlacuaaed fully,
intelligently, and in ah amicable qpiril What ttairuur¬
gent party Mimed cki+l'y to favor was a peo&omtmiml
/ As fitation tf teparation, upon which Iks war is
waged, and a awihial directum qf Iks efioti* tf ths gov¬
ernment OS «ssil m Mess cf tho iniurgentt to mme cm

HMto peUeg or seisms far . teuton, during which pa*
lions Wight be expected to tub/id* and tho armies he
reduced, and trade and intercourse between the people of
both wctione be returned. It waa suggested by them
that through auch postponement we might now have
immediate peace, with some not very certain prospect
of an ultimate satisfactory adjustment of political
relatione between the government and the States,
section or people, now engaged in conflict with it The
suggestion, though deliberately con idured, waa, never¬

theless, regarded by the President as one of armistice or

truce, and he announced that we can agrco to no cessa¬

tion or suspension of hostilities except on the basis of
the dlsbandment of the Insurgent forces and the restora¬
tion of the national authority throughout all tho States
in the Union. Collaterally, and In suboidlnation to the
proposition which waa thua announced, the anti-slavery
policy ofthe United States waa reviewed In all its hearings,
and the Preaident announced that he must not be ex¬

pected to depart from the podtiona he had heretofore aa-

sumed in his proclamation of emancipation and other
documents, as those positions wero reiterated In his an¬

nual message. It was further declared by the President,
that the complete restoration of the national authority
everywhere was an Indispensable condition of any ussent
on our part to whatever form of^>eare might be proposed.
The President assured the other party, that while he
must adhere to these position? ho would he prepared, soa
far aa power Is lodged with the Executive, to exercise
liberality. Ita power, however, is limited by the consti¬

tution, and, when peace should be made, Congress must
necossarily act In regard to appropriations of money and
to the admission of repKsentativea from the Insurrec¬

tionary States.
The Richmond party wero then Informed thatCon-

greae had, on the 81st ult. , adopted by a constitutional
majority a Joint sesolution submitting to the several
States the proposition to abolish slavery throughout the
Union, and that there is .every reason to expcct that it
will be accepted by thsee-feurtbs of tho States, so as to
become a part of the national organio law.
The conference canio to an end by mutual acquies¬

cence, without producing an agreement of views uj>on
the several mattera discussed, or any of tbem. Neverthe¬
less, It Is perhaps of some Importance that we have been
able to submit onr opinions and views directly to promi¬
nent Insurgents, and to hear them in answer In a cour¬

teous and not unfriendly manner.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Our Ipeelal Waihtngton Despatch.
Washwoto#, Feb. 10, IMS.

The expectation of tbe reception of the President's
message In reforencs to the recent peace negotiations
attracted a good attendance In tbe galleries of tbe House
to-day. It was received about twenty minutes past one

o'clock, and tbe House Immediately postponed all other
business to bear it read. During the reading there were

occasional manifestations of applause, both on the floor
and in the galleries, particularly at the points where tbe
President speaksofourcommon oountry, and expresses his
determination to enter Into no negotiations not based upon
the Idea of a united oountry. These were promptly Sup¬
pressed by the Speaker, and with these exceptions the
reading was listened to in tho most profound silence.
At its conclusion there was general applause and cries

of "good, good" Mr. Brooks, of New Tork, alone at¬

tempted to stem the tide, and In an hour's speech argued
the case on the rids of the rebels, and favoring and urg¬
ing the granting of an armistice. Ho was frequently in¬
terrupted by questions and remarks from other members,
until he finally declined to yield any further. The fe«l-

! Ing of the House and of nearly all present was so en¬

tirely in opposition to the sentiment and tono of his re¬

marks that it was hasd work on bis part to keep up to
the requirements of the part he had assumed Hon.
Thadeus Stevens demolished him, in a speech of about
ten minutes' length, so completely that It
was generally felt that further discussion was

useless. Mr. Brooks evidently appreciated the
severity of tho sooring which he received, of which a

mere report of the language, without the expressive man¬
ner and force of gesticulation which characterizes Mr.
Stevens' more ssrious oratorical demonstrations, gives
but a faint Idea.

It Is evident, from careful consideration of tbe Presi¬
dent's report, that tbe position taken In this correspond¬
ence, that when tbe parties separated In Hampton Roads
it was^not couslaered that tbe aflhlr was then definitely
terminated, or that further negotiation was unexpected,
is fully sustained This also appears from tbe tenor of
the message submitted by Mr. Davis to the rebel Con¬
gress on Monday last. The despatch of General Grant to
the President, which finally induced him to first
send Mr. Seward and subsequently go himsslf to
meet them, proves that with regard to two at
least of the delegation there was reason to expect that
they wore prepared to consider terms of reunion. It
must bo noticed that neither the President nor the rebel
commissioners givo us any details of tho hours of conver¬
sation that passed, and which qualified and explain the
more prominent features which are reported. There
is no doubt but that there was reason on both sldns
for the belief that further conferences would probably
grow out of this preliminary meeting.
Tho tone of pnbllc sentiment at Richmond, however,

appears for tbo present to have overborne any such Ideas,
and Mr. Davis bis done with the current; and even Mr.
Stephens does not feel strong enough to oppose any fur¬
ther resistance to It until after the events of the war

shall have again subdued the artfully excited passions of
the people to a more pacific level.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.
Jeir. Dnrls on Pcnee.

dis srmen at tiik kiciimond maim mkktino ik
mt»

The Richmond Smtinel of tbe 8th Inst, has the speech
of the rebel President at tho mars meeting, on the Ath

Inst, of which we hive given a brief and unsatisfactory
report Wo Rive the spcx-ch In full. The Smtinel nays:.

Ilia Excellency, the President of tho Confederate
8t/it< «, being on the stand, was loudly cilled for and
went to the front His appearance Mas the signal for
prolonged slid enthnciastic onssring. Hound after round
of clu-crx went up fmm all parts of the building, »nd
every vocal em rev of tho vait assembly seenx d ta * c<! to
Its utmost In swelling the tremendous acclamat. inc. The
President meantime gracefully bowed his thanks to the
dilTfcrent parts of the audience, and after the Inspiring
outburst of sympathy and enthusiasm had at l-ngth b
sided hs proceeded to address the assembly. We pretend
to no more than to give thn substanco of some of his
remarks.
The President said that If h wer- there to assl 't In

celebrating some great aud decMve v ctory to our arms,
or in bailing ths estahli >hment of peace, lie should have
been most hippy Hut, In times like thexe which urn
now upon us- when dangers nonfmnt us and our path s
beside the lee-shore and tho breakers.to witness the
man Testation of such a spirit on the part of his country-
men us wm there displayed, was i.i 'r<< limn hafplnaaa.
it wsf ecstatic Joy. Ho had always lookert with i-ride
opon his countrymen. He had reV 'ced in their natrlntlsn
snd their coursge. Hut he *». prouder still when he
oontepipUtod the tortltade which plucks (lowers from re¬
verses, and beats high with hope in tho presence of fresh
tails upoaJIU i ourage and endurance.
The President said it was ru<-«-t that the spirit which

Inspired this meeting ah. inld ilud Its first utterance in
Richmond. Here every day were heard the cannons of
the enemy. Innumerable hillocks In the neighboring
oeineterles Ml of the brnve m< n from every BtAto in ths

i oufederary who have given their lives for their co n'ry.
On one of the hills of this city stands that x.icred building
In which I'atri'k Henry aad Ms compi. 'riots pledged Iks
for 'Iberty Mere, too, was the capital of the confederacy,
and of tli.it proud old ,-ttale whi< b had been tnlr termed
tho "Mother of Statesmen." If the spirit which ha-i been
hare Mtraiaal shall meet with a seaera! rsaooeaa. snd

Eve to bo the universal sentiment of (he land, of which
did not doubt, then, Indeed, would he fee I that we

are on tbe very verge of auccess. (Ix>ud cheer*. ) We
ahould not aga.n be insulted by such terms of peace a*
tho arrogance of the > atmy ha* lately proposed ; but ore
n \uy months had elapsed our successes would causo
t'ern to feel that when talking to ua they were talking to
luoir mutin. (Great applaud. )

Does any one, he louu.ied, who has eeen the Confede¬
rate soldlerr I..- ieve they are willing to fall? If to, the
suspicion i* most unjuat. Go to our cam|>a, go to onr
guarded lines, go where our picket* hold their dangerom

w itch, and to the pasta where our sentinels tread their
weary round*, and you wUl find In none of thoee the
place for grumbling* and complaint*. The resloutlona of
our soldiers exclaim, with Patrick Henry, "Victory or
death! " It Is in the crowded mart where thoee are found
whose pocket* are stuffed with 111 gotten gain* that you
And the persons who grumble and complain. (Applause. )
The progress of events had, however, brought a pressure
even upon these which would urge them to their duty.
Their treasure la In danger, and their only aeourtty for lb
la In performing their duty to their country.
The time for argument, aaid the President, la pawed.

The duty that remains la to stand to our arma He had
]uat made an el'ort to secure peace, as bo had done sev¬
eral times ix-foro. He had made it In the causo of hu¬
manity and the country. At the very organization of our
government, In Montgomery, hU flirt care was to send
commissioners to Washington. They were rejected At

a later period, he had requested the second oltlcer under
the government (Vico President Stephens), to seek a con¬

ference; the avowed object being to niako arrangement*
for the proper treatmailt and exchange of prisoners,
but in addition to, ana behind ttva', U teas the object to in¬
stitute, yf pottiLU, neg tiationt for peace. Bat our Vic*
President was refused on audience; not even allowed to
approach the throne. Since that tiiue hi had in various
ways, and on every proper occasion, proclaimed the deem
of this country for peaoe, and b is own anxiety to secure
It, but, until lately, no opening had presented for an ad¬
vance toward negotiation. This re etil opportunity ho
had emhraoi'd. He did It in the hope that some plan of
accommodation might bn agreed upon. He would bo less
than man if hu had no( felt an earnest desire, a yearning
anx.ety, to relieve the country from the sufferings of tho
war, anil to send our soldiers to their houtea. Anything
honorable, and roogninng our independent-* at a bant,
would have. I ten gladly aece'ed to. TK* perton did nil
knuw liim who night Mppw tha', wuler any cucumiancet,
he would content to no n tract the late ini n.
We had now learned the terms on which the enemy

are willing to accord peace. Wo are required to make an
unconditional surrender. Wo are not even allowod to go
back to them as we come out, but are required to toko
just what a conqueror may choose to give the con-
qured.
Man proposes, but Ood disposes. Relying on the ooor-

age and devotion of bis country men and reverently ap¬
pealing to Heaven for Its aid to our ausu, the President
said Ins confidence was firm, that God would abase tho
arrogance of our enemies, and crow n our exertions with
triumph.

President Lincoln had, Indeed, promised, that In tho
enforcement of his lawn for the conCi-callon of our pro¬
perty and the hanging of our officers, his policy would be
''liberal." (Laughter.) Beeoher, in a into sermon at
Washington, had pictured a long line of robols on their
way to the gallows; und President Lincoln's heart had,
perhaps, soft' ned at the length of the procession. Tho
leaders whom they propose ui hang are your servants,
and they aro not worthy to be your servants, the Presi¬
dent said unless they were willing to be sacrificed la
your cause, even uuto death. (Appluuse.)

If the power of the enemy were ten times greater and
ours ten times less than It is, there are still some r ghts
of which they could net dispossess us.the right to main¬
tain our personal honor, and the right to All an houoruhlo
grave. (Loud applause. ) If faith ul to this end we shall
Hand proud among the proudest of earth. Never
before have any people remained bo chwely united In so

long a war. Never before have a country 'R best citizen*
composed Its armies. Our Revolutionary forefathers
were not nnlted in a concord so perfect us ours.though
It is true they had less preseure upon them, tho Ilntisti
rulers bo ng more humnne than those of our present one-
mies, and tie ir generals belonging to a school that
recognized the amenities of war. History afford*
no parallel, the President continued, to tho struggle
which our country is making to the cheerfulness
with which our peoplo ha\ o borne sacrifices, and tho

| < ourage with which our armies have inarched to tho
harvest of death. It was this magnanimous aplrit
which sustained him in the confidence that we should
triumph in the end. We hav been chaMened and may
be again. I<et us proflt by tho lesson reverses are de¬
signed to teach, thai we ar>; not to serve a friend merely
because he is auch, or striko nu euetny when we might
servo the country.
Tho President here aaid that his falling strength ad¬

monished him to close his remarks; but tie yielded to
loud requests to "go on." Wo must, he said, lock
shields togother and go forward to save our country, or
sink together to honorable graven. (U(| applause.)He was not of those who had expected no discord and
no parties, but if our disagreements result from
passion we must cxorclee it, ami make the good
of our country our solo aim. If we will all do
our duty, we shall roup a brlllanl reward. If
the absentees from our armies will return, and If the
local assistance be rendered which may be r adlly
afforded, the noble Acmy of Northern Virginia will read
Gonerul Grant a yet severer lesson than It taught him
from the Hapidan to the while the gallant Beau-
rogurd will causo Sherman's march across Georgia to be
his last
Ws had, said the President, in the conduct of the

onsmy wherever they had gained temporary rule over'
our people, the signs of what they would do In ease of oar
subjugation. Thus warned we were forewarned. Happily
inswhaiase would be thoee who had fallen In the
light.the miserable would bo the survivors

In conclusion, the President said, ho had gratifying
proofs of the spirit which auirnuted the people whom lie
addressed. He hud seen oven the ohl men upon duty,
careless alike of the piercing blast and whistling bullet;
and your women have declared that they will light the
battle If you should recoil. Ood bless your proud spiril
and manly fortitude. Histry will delight to dwell upon
your praise.
The law and the officer* of the law could not accom¬

plish everything ; there whs much timt could l>e effected
only by a sound public opinion. Public opioion must
make it a shame and disgrnco for a nuin to skulk from
nlsduty, or to inquire not what ho Is aldo to do, b it
what the law wlU make him do. Our women must take
broomsticks and drtvo ab-entnes and stra glers to their
duty. (Uiud cheers ) We have one causo to sustain,
one country to defend. Ho w ho f ills on the soil of Lob-
Islana. or sheds his blood on tho soil of North Carolina or
Virginia, is alike an honored martyr. The laqulry among
us must be, not what service we am escape, but Instead
of that a generous rivalry amuug citlzcas and Stutcj
which shall do inojt aud a; v o uioit to the cause. (Loud
applause. )
The President resumed his seat amid loud and cntlm-

aLasix cheering.
Mr. Newnrri In . New Character.

[From the Richmond I); patch, Feb. 8.J
Mr. William H Kewaril itomnmlx our admiration. Hit

"0>od bleat you, Hunter," ami "Kcmrmbr me to my old
friend* In the Ninth" nru cvjuiaite. Wo bail aap|M>*ed
that Mr Chcrtw, Id Ratmiby was a earlcaUirx,
bet w mii'titxj it Mr. I>tckcn*iu ail exaggeration. II *

polished nia*t''r|il«-c»< nf coureou* craf and marignitr
must hide it* dlmlulatied head by the Hide of w. H.
Seward.

It wore worth year* of onlln.-ry light aeeing to hevi
Witaeaaed that' Interview. We *ho .ld Ilk" to see Mr.
Hunfer after that benediction. Wo ahould consider It*
privilege to look upon the head lion red by ge-
waid'n ble**lng. Wo fancy that a halo mrruunda
It; that a luminous iduiduw attend* It: that
troop* of good angel* aiirround tlio MD«4 man.
"U<»| bleu* you, Hunter." (I am In hope* of
hani'tng you pome dny, old i-er.t'cman, bat, in thl
meantime, rec ivo uiy apo*t< iii.al bened tioul "he.
member m* to my old friend* In the South " Let th1
"old friend*" rail upon Vr Hunter and twelve thu afl*c.
tioimte wmvenir. Mr Se.vard coul I hardly MUppoee thai
hi* friend* horn would ever forget him. Vhere are monu¬
ment* to hi* gcnlua In a hund d tito'itand mound* -al¬
tered everywheteover the ri.fwe of ihia broad land.
The llame* of burn ng liot.ae.4 and cult* are nightly lllit-
mltiallm; the *kte* In bl* honor Every bre«<o * Lul< n
with plaintive ut rle, called f-.rth by hi* router I. ^nd.
The Rheetefl (lend etart from th Ir bloody shroud* and
wander tliro' K'ti tiioir old loved botuua, whiaperlng the
naino of Hev. jrd.

Not even lan<oln ha* auch elnlm* upon Confederate ad-
m. ration. II . ha* neither tho heart nor the fv," of
Reward Horn npon Southern toll, he cannot alUgeiner
eradicate all lmpul*<-* of biimmlty r <>m hi* aoul, and
all trace* of honw-ty from III* v.*a^e Mr. H'lnter has
our aympathie*. we would rather bo caraad by any
olhi.*r man than ble«"od by F -ward.

The Navy,
AKHIVAI. or Tli T. MIXK1SMOTA AT POttTHMOUTIt, J*. II.
The following U a llrt of oak-en of the United State*

.tremthlpMlnneroUk, which arrived at rortamouth, N. It,
February 9, frm Kurt Flatter, via Hampton K<«td* .

en-ma* r? C mmatul\i>tj- J <«ph La.iman.
I.i -ut'MlTU h wunUr un i litr utttr tMcar.Jamei

Parker.
LiU'mumli.M R Ktuyreeenl, Idwin T. Wood v ard.
J'aymattn ( hwlae C. t'pLatn.
Anvtanl ,1 rg on- William 8 Fort
Gapam t/ Vanr.m Uinrgi Heller.
Xnffinirs -Ar ing Chief, A K L'dliwee; F'r*l A**(«t-

ant, J. F. Cooper; netwad AaMlatM 'lev H mi»on anil
Herman A. thiui*, Ti iril A -.' int, J hn r Kafer.

Ait nj Otit yt .. Jamen BirtwUtle, William H. J*a-
nlng*, F. A. O ''onnor
Ho William BurkT
(lunii-T.Robert il. Ooae.
Sat/makrr.Thcma* F»**ett
Cl» twa/ar .A. 0 Ooedaoe
r*MmMkr iCU,k-H B * 'O'lr
O 'ie a erf»r '» Ctrk O
Paymathv't Wrvuid I'a*M V Murhan.

Surgnm'. Steward- Cbarle* lair ler^
Harry Ullmer In Fori Wnrren,

l"»wi, F. b. 1®, 1W».
Ifojor Harrr Ollmer, a eofi-plcuou* rebel ofllner an1

g>i 'lilla, arrived In Iloaton to day, aad *a* at ont a for¬

warded lo Fort Warren. He watt in clr.rge wf hia « aptor,
Uaior Young, of Oenerai Hlieridan'a nco-.ta.

Fi v roa ma fVitwwa* Mr Do Oorilove will deliver
hlaeel brated humorou* lecture, "Mr* Kmllh'a Korpela*
I'arty," lieforo the Maeotile. MMon, at the rnopar ln«tl-

tute, llila evening, the entire net proceed* of which will
be devotetl to print the lecture and *»«d It for readme to
our (allaat aoldiera,


